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SUBJECT: SALVADOR/HONDURAS DISPUTE 

1. WHILE MEETING WITH GENERAL ANASTASIO SOMOZA ON ANOTHER SUBJECT 
THE MORNING OF FEBRUARY 4, 1974, SALVADORAN PRESIDENT MOLINA 
TELEPHONED SOMOZA AND SAID THAT IN VIEW OF THE "EXTERMELY IN- 
DISCREET" PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT MADE BY COSTA RICAN EOREIGN 
MINISTER, FACIO, OF MEETING OF CENTRAL AMERICAN HEADS OE STATE, 

THAT HE (MOLINA) HAD BEEN PLACED IN AN "IMPOSSIBLE" POLITICAL 
POSITION IN EL SALVADOR IN VIEW OF THE UPCOMING CONGRESSIONAL 
ELECTIONS. MOLINA SAID THAT HE HAD RECEIVED A TELEPHONE CALL FROM 
COSTA RICAN PRESIDENT EIGUERES ASKING HIM TO COME TO COSTA 
RICA, APPARENTLY WITH THE THOUGHT IN MIND OF EXPLAINING THE "IN- 
DISCRETION". MOLINA TOLD SOMOZA THAT HE WOULD NOT GO TO COSTA 
RICA AND THAT IN VIEW OE THE PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT BY FACIO HE COULD 
NOT POSSIBLY GO THROUGH WITH THE MEETING AT JALAPA SCHEDULED EOR 
FEBRUARY 8. 
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2. IN ORDER TO AVOID A BREAKDOWN IN THE PROPOSED MEETINGS, SOMOZA 
TELEPHONED HONDURAN GENERAL LOPEZ AND TOLD HIM THAT THE NICARAGUAN 
EMBASSY IN EL SALVADOR HAD INFORMED HIM (SOMOZA) THAT PUBLIC AN- 
NOUNCEMENT OF PROPOSED MEETING WAS CAUSING GREAT DIFFICULTY FOR 
MOLINA. WITHOUT MENTIONING MOLINA'S TELEPHONE CALL, SOMOZA 
SUGGESTED TO LOPEZ THAT IT MIGHT BETTER TO POSTPONE MEETING UNTIL 
ONE WEEK AFTER EL SALVADORAN ELECTIONS. LOPEZ PROMPTLY AGREED AND 
REITEREATED THE STATEMENT HE HAD MADE TO SOMOZA DURING THEIR MEET- 
ING IN MANAGUA FEBRUARY 1, THAT HE WAS "ABSOLUTELY DEDICATED TO THE 
BELIEF THAT DIFFERENCES BETWEEN HONDURAS AND SALVADOR MUST BE 
SETTLED." 

3. PRESIDENT ARANA OF GUATEMALA SO CALLED SOMOZA DURING MY 
MEETING WITH HIM TO ASK HIM IF IT WOULD BE CONVENIENT FOR HIM 
(SOMOZA) TO RECEIVE THE GUATEMALAN FOREIGN MINISTER, FEBRUARY 5, 

FOR A PRIVATE DISCUSSION. SOMOZA AGREED. THE SUBJECT MATTER WAS 
NOT DISCUSSED. 

4. SOMOZA IS NOW IN PROCESS OF RESCHEDULING JALAPA MEETING FOR 
WEEK AFTER SALVADORAN ELECTIONS. 

SHELTON 
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